
Friends of  Clemson Wrest l ing  

Friday, October 7 
(Homecoming Weekend) 
153 Friends of Clemson Wres-
tling came to Tiger-town this 
past fall to witness history 
and to be present for Clem-
son Athletic Director, Terry 
Don Phillips’ opening re-
marks. 
The Friends of Clemson Wres-
tling honored and memorial-
ized our fallen brothers, Tho-
mas Carr and Dan McCollum 
by officially dedicating the 
Scroll of Honor—Marine Corp 
Seal. 
This was an effort of epic 
proportion given the fact that 
our program has been de-
funct for 16 years. The Marine 
Corp was the first military 
branch to have its scroll of 
honor seal fully funded.   
More than 85% of the FCW 
members contributed to the 
cause.   
After Dr. Phillips’ opening 
remarks, attendees were 
treated to a speech given by 
World Champ and former 
Clemson Coach, Wade 
Schalles, followed by Lt. Gen-

eral John F. Sattler. Gen. Sat-
tler (USNA ‘73 Wrestler) pro-
vided a dynamic speech 
about how his wrestling train-
ing served him throughout his 
illustrious military career and 
also stressed the importance 
of collegiate wrestling as a 
vehicle in shaping future mili-
tary leaders, specifically the 
USMC and Special Ops Com-

mand.   
Comments were also made by 
the parents of Dan McCollum. 
Five members of the Marine 
Corp League were also pre-
sent to share in the evenings 
festivities and to hear Gen. 
Sattler’s comments, including 
former USMC Captain, David 
Morrissey. “Lest we forget”! 
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Special points of in-
terest: 

• Visit: 
www.SCMAT.com, 
recent article on 
“College influences 
on S.C. high school 
wrestling… Part 1”. 

• NCAA D-1 Tourney—
March 15-17—St. 
Louis, MO. 

• NCAA tournament for 
both D-1 and D-II may 
be held in Southern 
Cities within 3 years. 

• FCW continues to 
honor commitment to 
CU Athletic Dept.   

• USA Wrestling ap-
points Atlanta Falcon’s 
Roddy White as ambas-
sador.  
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Recent 2012 NCAA Division I 
Top 25 Rankings include 
UMD, UVA, and VaTech.  In 
other news, the addition of 
Top 10-ranked Pitt will only 
strengthen the ACC’s position 
and commitment to wrestling.    
In addition to these positive 
trends, it has been an-
nounced that UMD has cho-

sen to retain men’s wrestling  
while eliminating  8 athletic 
teams from UMD’s sports mix.  
With UMD deciding to retain 
the men’s wrestling program, 
it is testimony to the strides 
men’s wrestling has made 
over the last 15 years.  For 
the 5th year running, UMD’s 
wrestling program took top 

honors in all phases of the 
UMD Athletic Department’s 
“Top Sports Team” award.   
The 6 participating ACC wres-
tling programs continue to 
bolster their respective Ath-
letic Department’s Academic 
Progress Reports (APR).  

FCW Group presenting $25,000 Check to SOH Committee members. 



Stadiums and arenas around 
the country  are packed with 
spectators and fans to watch 
the best teams in the country 
compete head-to-head. 
UVA and VaTech attracted 
5,000 fans for their match 
this season in Blacksburg, VA.  

The Big 10 Network airs 
matches between power-
house schools like Iowa, Penn 
State, Iowa State, Michigan, 
Ohio State and out of confer-
ence matches with OK and 
OK State.  Standing room only 
at these matches means ma-
jor interest, revenue and 

brand marketing as well.  The 
Southeast remains an un-
tapped market for D-1 Wres-
tling.   
It is a widely documented fact 
that wrestling is the most cost 
effective sport for university 
athletic departments to fund.  
The NCAA National Champion-
ships attract record, sell out 
crowds every year.  Data from 
the 2011 NCAA tournament 
revealed that wrestling was 
4th in attendance and revenue 
generation behind Football, 
Basketball and Baseball.  
Regular season dual matches 
have become major spectator 
events in the ACC as they have 
been for years in other confer-
ences around the country.     

ming in a sensitive manner, 
understanding and discretion 
have been requested and 
honored. 
Dr. Phillips’ position is that, 
while he loves wrestling, no 
official plans of changing the 
mix of athletic programs at CU 
can be considered until this 
process is complete.  The 
FCW agrees with this position 
while current student-athletes 
remain on campus.  It will 
come to its natural conclusion 

Subsequent to the initial 
meeting that the FCW Steer-
ing Committee had with CU 
Athletic Director, Terry Don 
Phillips and Executive Senior 
Associate Athletic Director, 
Billy D’Andrea in May of 
2011, ongoing dialogue has 
continued. 
In light of Dr. Phillips’ request 
that the Athletic Department 
be given due time to divest 
itself of Men’s Swimming and 
Diving and Women’s Swim-

in the Spring of 2012.   
In the mean time, the FCW 
Steering Committee is continu-
ing forward with scenarios for 
reinstatement of the wrestling 
program. 
We will keep everyone abreast 
of how this process is develop-
ing.  We continue to remain 
positive as all indications point 
to the fact that our case is 
strong and viable.  We are set 
to continue dialog in June. 
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level. 
The Northern expansion 
opens rich recruiting markets 
for both wrestling and foot-
ball.  It is a well known fact 
that many football greats from 
PA and NY have strong wres-
tling backgrounds.  Attributing 
their illustrious NFL careers to 
prep days as wrestlers.  Exam-
ples include: Larry Csonka 
(SU), Bill Fralic (PITT), Ralph 

Cindrich (PITT), Jonathon 
Condo (UMD), Carlton Hasel-
rig (PITT-Johnstown) and 
Chuck Noll (Dayton) to name 
a few. 
By reinstating wrestling, 
Clemson would increase its 
attractiveness to these types 
of recruits on the gridiron and 
on the mat -- an added ad-
vantage over traditional rivals 
such as USC, UGA and FSU.     

The decision of the ACC to 
expand North by inviting the 
University of Pittsburgh and 
Syracuse University  has 
raised the level of excitement 
within the conference’s wres-
tling community. 
With PITT winning the EWL 
tournament, the Panthers will 
surely strengthen and solidify 
the ACC’s upward trend that 
is taking place on a national 

“Clemson is 
a sleeping 
giant when 

they get 
wrestling 

back” Coach 
Rob Koll, 
Cornell 

University 
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Penn State dual 2011 

FCW Steering Committee 

Frank DeVita (‘79) 

Brad Gregory (‘83) 

Matt Marcenelle (‘90) 

Tim Morrissey (‘95) 

Alan Leet (Esq.) 



CU Mat Matters  

With the meteoric rise of the 
ACC wrestling programs, this 
indicates a renewed interest 
in the sport and proves that 
there is a ground swell of 
popularity.  The future is 
bright for ACC wrestling as a 
national contender to chal-
lenge the Big 10 and Big 12.   
Momentum for wrestling  in 
the ACC has caught the atten-
tion of National sports organi-
zations such as the: US Olym-
pic Committee,  National 
Wrestling Coaches Associa-
tion, and American Sports 
Council. 
ACC schools have invested 
heavily in their wrestling  pro-
grams over the past 5 years.  
The results / returns on their 

investment speak for them-
selves with UMD, VaTech and 
UVA having multiple All-
Americans in each of the past 
5 years.  They are experienc-
ing a steady climb up the 
national polls.  UMD has es-
tablished itself as the team to 
beat, winning the ACC 4 years 
in a row.   Attendance records 
are set and broken every year 
because of the popularity and 
competitiveness of the sport 
nationally. 
The addition of PITT, currently 
ranked 9th in the country,  will 
bring the total number of ACC 
wrestling schools to seven: 
(shown in column to the right 
of this article).  This trend will 
continue… stay tuned!! 

 

similarities between Cornell 
and Clemson.  Both are land-
grant institutions that strive 
for Academic and Athletic 
excellence. 
Clemson has a rich history in 
the sport and the ACC is com-
mitted to wrestling. “I have 
studied Clemson closely and 
it doesn’t appear that Title-IX 
is an issue.  The Clemson 
alumni group is the envy of 
many existing programs.” 
says Koll.  He added, “The 

After evaluating many pro-
grams in the country, the CU 
Alumni Group steering com-
mittee has singled out Cornell 
University as the model in 
which we plan to emulate.  
Coach Rob Koll has engi-
neered the remarkable rise of  
Cornell University’s wrestling 
program.  He is keenly aware 
of the conditions necessary to 
build a national contender 
while upholding academic 
standards.  Koll sees many 

questions is not “if” but “why 
hasn’t it (wrestling) been added 
yet?”   
 “Clemson is a sleeping giant 
when they get wrestling back!” 
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N E X T  F A L L ’ S  E V E N T  ( 2 0 1 2 )  -  R E U N I O N  
V A  T E C H  V S  C L E M S O N  F O O T B A L L  G A M E  

NAT I O N A L WR E S T L I N G CO M M U N I T Y 
SE E S  ACC’S  FU T U R E PO T E N T I A L 

C O R N E L L ’ S  K O L L :  C L E M S O N  S L E E P I N G  G I A N T  

homecoming weekend in 
order to maximize participa-
tion. 
The key-note speaker was 
specifically chosen to draw 
the connection between wres-
tling and football.  Other sig-
nificant attendees may in-
clude wrestling personalities, 
CU administrators, among 
others. 

We had great feedback on 
the venue, the Madren Cen-
ter, but we are booking a 
bigger room with a separate 
room for children’s activities. 
When: Friday evening , Octo-
ber 19, 2012 
Where: Madren Center, Clem-
son University Walker Course. 

More information to follow. 

The Clemson Men’s Wrestling 
Alumni Group has solidified a 
date for the 2012 reunion.  
Last year’s theme centered 
around the importance of 
wrestling in building military 
leaders.  This year’s theme 
will focus on the close rela-
tionship that football has with 
wrestling. 
We have decided to avoid 

Former 
wrestling 

champion and 
NFL All-Pro 
to speak at 

2012 Wrestling 
Reunion this 

Fall!   

Cornell Head Wrestling Coach, 
Rob Koll 

Current ACC Participants to 
the right: 


